
SESSION: Reading Strategies: Sentence Simplification 
 
Date: 25 November 2015 
 
Time: (1 hour) 
 
Learning Outcomes: By the end of this session participants will be able to:  

• Understand the sentence simplification strategy and teach it with relevant activities  
 
Materials: whiteboard and marker 
 
Procedures: 
Step 1: Warm-Up- What I'm Thankful For-------------------------------------------------10 min 
Introduce Thanksgiving and the tradition of telling what one is thankful for from the past 
year before the meal. Have each of the participants share what they are thankful for. 
 
Step 2: Objectives of Reading Strategies----------------------------------------------------5 min 
Elicit from participants what they do when the encounter a very long sentence and discuss 
ways to continue working through a difficult text. 
 
Step 3: Sentence Simplification Strategy-------------------------------45 min 
Step 1: Find reference words and match them to their referent; Step 2: rewrite as multiple 
sentences by removing and, but, or or; Step 3: Find the key nouns and remove words that are 
part of their noun groups; Step 4: Do the “What does what?” activity for subjects and verbs 
 
Reference Words: Words like he, she, his, her, this, that, these, those, it, its, which signal that 
a sentence is related to something mentioned elsewhere in the text. For this activity, the 
teacher writes reference words with their line numbers, and students must match them to 
what they refer to. They can check their answers by substituting their answer for the 
reference word to see if the sentence still makes sense. 
To practice: The Toyota Camry is one of the most popular cars in America. That makes it very 
important for the profits of the Toyota company, which relies on it to provide reliable sales 
every year.  
 
Coordination: Sentences with and, but, or or often have parallel parts that can be rewritten 
as two sentences. Step 1: Find and, but, or or; Step 2: Look at the part of speech of what 
follows it; Step 3: Find a similar part of speech in front of the conjunction; Step 4: Decide 
what part of the sentence the two similar parts relate to; Step 5: Write two sentences with 
what came before and after the conjunction and each with the common part of the sentence. 
To practice: The Earth is a planet just under 13,000 kilometers in diameter, moving around 
the Sun at a distance of 150,000,000 kilometers, and completing one circuit in 365.25 days. 
 


